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BACKGROUND:

Approximately 38,473 people with developmental disabilities live and work in
the community, instfead of in an insfitution. 30,000 direct care workers assist
these individuals to live independently and be productive members of society.

THE PROBLEM:

Community-based services are in crisis. Since 1995 the number of
people with disabilities living in the community has fripled.  The daily rate of the
Community Integration (CIP) 1B waiver program increased by just 2.8%.

RFW

Who We Are:

Rehabilitation For
Wisconsin, Inc. (RFW)
is a statewide non-profit
membership association
of over 50 community
rehabilitation providers.

Inflation has increased 23%.7 The current CIP 1B rate is $49.67 /day.

In Comparison:

v The rate of Minnesota’s waiver program, since 1995, increased by 26%.
v Institutional settings increased as much as 59% (sce

graphs below)

v The median earnings for direct care workers are 72% of the median
earning for women in Wisconsin and 50% of the median for men.?

v Public direct service workers eamn 26% more than private workers.

v Many private service providers experience 40-50% staff turnover rafes
and are unable to keep pace with skyrocketing health care costs.

THE SOLUTION:
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a 2% increase per year for inflation.



