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I’m Outta Here… But 
Where Am I Going?????

Conference for Seniors

La Crosse County 
Transition Advisory Council, 

April 2007

La Crosse CountyTAC Team, 
CESA #4

A collaboration of local 
schools and 
agencies.

• Bob Greene (CESA #4), 
Western Technical College, 
Independent Living Resources, 
DVR, Riverfront, La Crosse 
County Human Services, 
Bangor, La Crosse, Holmen, 
Onalaska, West Salem High 
Schools, and parent, Mary 
Bahr. 

A few of the TAC Members……

How did this come together?

• Our goal was to provide local students 
with the opportunity to attend a conference 
just for them that would assist them in 
independent, adult life, for work or school.

• Topics based on perceived student need. 
• We dedicated  6 meetings to the planning.
• Western Technical College and UWL 

offered us the use of the Health Sciences 
Building during their Spring Break.
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Daily Schedule

• Students began arriving at 8:30 a.m.
• Sessions started at 9 am and went until 

noon.
• Students could visit vendors before the 

start or in between sessions.  
• Lunch was a “working lunch” from noon-1 

pm.  They ate while watching a fashion 
show and listening to a student panel of 
college students. 

Vendor Area

Representation from:
• Independent Living
• MTU (local transit)
• Western Technical College
• Aging and Disability Resource 

Center
• 2-1-1 (Local First Call for Help)
• DVR
• Holmen High School Students:  

How to tie a Tie and Dining 
Etiquette

• Goodwill
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4 Break-Out 
Sessions

Finance and Budgeting
Breakout Session

Housing and Tenant Rights and 
Responsibilities

Breakout Session
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Employment 101
Breakout Session

On My Own and Doing it Beautifully
Breakout Session

Student Information
• Students rotated sessions 

that were ½ hour long 
each.

• 15 minute breaks 
between each one to visit 
with vendors.

• Door Prizes – for each 
vendor visited students 
were given a ticket to 
enter into drawings
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Wrapping it Up for the Day
“Project What Not to 

Wear”
• Holmen High School 
students from the Retail 

Marketing class 
presented a fashion show 

on apparel for work, 
interviews, social and 

formal occasions.  
Students  with disabilities 
were included in the show 

and planning.

College Student Panel
• Local students with 
disabilities from Western 

TC spoke to the high 
school students about 
their college and life 

experiences.  Students 
asked many questions.  

“Project What Not to Wear”
Fashion Show

NOT!!

Service Learning Students
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Costs Incurred

• Food
• Transportation for districts

• Parking for presenters
• Miscellaneous supplies
• Door prizes all donated
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We Reserve the Right to Get 
Smarter  ☺

• Make a clear distinction between the 
“level” of students for each session.

• Add more sessions for students to choose 
from instead of being scheduled in.

• Have student input during planning. 
• 2 “track” groups – one college bound and 

one “living on your own with support”
bound.
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Questions?
Feel free to contact:

Brenda Swoboda, Holmen High School
swobre@holmen.k12.wi.us

(608) 526.1337

Jackie Newman, Western Technical College
newmanj@westerntc.edu

(608) 785-9257

Bob Greene
bgreene@cesa4.k12.wi.us

(608) 786-4855


